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Illinois Antiquity 
Illinois Archaeology Awareness Month Issue 

September 2015 
 

The Future of the Past: Science in Archaeology 
 

Our IAAM theme issue will again be a joint effort of the Illinois Association for Advancement of Archaeology 
(IAAA) and the Illinois Archaeological Survey (IAS). We plan a full-color issue that will feature articles related 
to the application of scientific methods in archaeology, both in the field and in laboratory study of material 
remains. 
 
Over the past several decades, new technology has advanced archaeologists’ ability to conduct nondestructive 
research on archaeological sites and materials. For example, PIMA and XRF instruments analyze the mineral 
composition of an object without impacting the integrity of the object. Geophysical instruments such as 
magnetometer, radar, and resistance, allow for the identification of subsurface anomalies that may represent 
archaeological features without necessitating the actual excavation of the site. Such techniques are an important 
method to assist in planning excavation strategies- archaeologists can maximize the information obtained 
through excavation and minimize the actual impact on the site. Although GIS is commonly used by most 
archaeologists, the additional spatial information provided by LiDAR allows researchers to more accurately 
evaluate site locations and impacts - both past and current - on archaeological sites.  
 
For the 2015 IAAM edition Illinois Antiquity, we seek articles that are related to the full array of scientific 
methodology and instrumentation that archaeologists are now using in Illinois. Articles for our special issue 
may be short (1000 words or fewer), or longer (2500 words). Our goal is to make the issue more like a magazine, 
widely accessible to many readers, so illustrations in the form of photos or figures are a plus. Detailed tables, 
lists of citations, or recommended readings will be placed on the IAAA web site as a companion to the issue. 
Illinois Antiquity authors’ guidelines may be found at http://www.museum.state.il.us/iaaa/author.htm. To allow 
time for the issue to be printed before September, the deadline for articles is July 15, 2015.  
 
If you are able to contribute an article for our IAAM issue of Illinois Antiquity, please get in touch with Alice 
Berkson (berksonalice@gmail.com or voice 217.356.4829). If you have questions about IAAM events and/or 
the poster, please contact either Eve Hargrave (eve.hargrave@gmail.com or phone 217.390.8385) or Joseph 
Wheeler (joseph.wheeler.iii@gmail.com or phone 815.423.2125). Our goal is to send out the posters during the 
summer so everyone will have them by Awareness Month in September, and to have the publication completed 
before September.  
 
If you would like to donate funds to the poster and publication for 2015 Illinois Archaeology Awareness Month, 
please send your check (payable to Illinois Archaeological Survey or IAS) to Eve Hargrave, Chair, IAAM, at 
23 E. Stadium Dr., Champaign, IL 61820. All donations are tax deductible and will be acknowledged on the 
IAAM web site. Donations of $250 or more will be designated as sponsors and will be listed on the poster and 
the publication.  
 

JOIN US IN ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGY AWARENESS MONTH 2015 
Thank You for Your Support 
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